Celebrating Volunteers and Community Impact!

Hello Readers!

As we wrap up the busy months of March and April, we’re excited to share some of the
amazing things we’ve been up to in the community!

We had the opportunity to attend the UNBC Non-Profit Sector Industry Night, where we
proudly represented Volunteer Prince George and connected with students eager to learn about
life in the non-profit world. It was a great evening of meaningful conversations and future
possibilities.

We also took part in the PGNFC Health and Wellness Fair, where we engaged with
community members and shared information about the importance of volunteering for
personal and community well-being.

Throughout these months, we gave presentations at WorkBC, CHSS, and PGSS, spreading
awareness about the value of volunteering and how it positively impacts both individuals and
the community.

On the media side, we had the privilege of doing an interview with CKPG and
participating in a podcast with CFIS 93.1 FM, where we talked all things volunteerism and why it
matters now more than ever.

And of course, we’re thrilled to celebrate National Volunteer Week from April 27th to
May 3rd! This is a time to recognize and thank the incredible volunteers, board members, and
society members who give their time, passion, and energy to support our mission. Your
dedication helps build a stronger, more connected community, and we are truly grateful.

Thank you for being a part of our journey!

Warm regards,
Alina
Program Facilitator

To learn more about how you can become part of Volunteer Prince George, please visit our website at www.volunteerpg.com.
Together, let's continue to build a stronger and more vibrant community through the power of volunteering.
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A Thank You and Farewell to Maria Rossi

After three truly rewarding years with Volunteer Prince George, we are saying farewell to
our wonderful Program Manager, Maria Rossi, as she embarks on an exciting new chapter in her
career. While goodbyes are never easy, we are filled with gratitude as we reflect on Maria’s time
with us and all that she has contributed to our organization and community.

Maria has been more than just a Program Manager—she’s been a pillar of strength,
creativity, and dedication. Her ability to bring people together, her thoughtful leadership, and
the care she brought to every project have left a lasting impression on all of us. Her unique
perspective and unwavering commitment helped guide Volunteer PG through important
moments of growth and transformation.

On a personal note, | want to share just how impactful Maria’s presence has been for
me, especially as | was finding my footing as a new member of the team. Her generosity with
her time, her willingness to listen, and the wisdom she shared made a world of difference in my
early days and beyond. | know many others on our team and in our network have similar stories
of her kindness and guidance.

As we bid farewell to Maria, we are also delighted to welcome Dakota Chang as our new
Program Manager. With fresh energy and a shared passion for volunteerism, Dakota is stepping
into this role with enthusiasm and a vision for the future. We're excited about what lies ahead
and confident that the strong foundation Maria helped build will continue to flourish under
Dakota’s leadership.

On behalf of the entire board, the staff, and myself, | extend our heartfelt thanks to
Maria for everything she has done for Volunteer Prince George. We wish her all the best in her
future endeavors, knowing that wherever she goes, she will continue to make a positive impact.

Maria, thank you—for your hard work, your heart, and your unwavering belief in the power of
community. You will be missed!

Warm Regards,
Alina
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A heartfelt message from Maria

“Working with Volunteer Prince George has truly been an honour. I’'m incredibly grateful
for the unwavering support from the dedicated staff and volunteers, our committed board
members, and our valued society members. This journey has been one of collaboration, mutual
support, and shared purpose—we’ve worked together as a true team, and I’ll always cherish
that.

One of the most inspiring parts of this role has been witnessing the incredible spirit of
volunteerism and community engagement that thrives in Prince George. Seeing individuals
getting involved to make a difference and organizations collaborating for the greater good, all
united by a common goal of creating a more connected and resilient community, has been
deeply rewarding. | feel privileged to have been part of a movement that empowers people to
give back, support one another, and create lasting change.

As | take the next step on a new path in life, | want to express my deepest appreciation to
everyone who’s been part of this experience. Your encouragement, kindness, and commitment
have meant the world to me.

I am confident that the new Program Manger, Dakota Chang, will carry on the legacy of
overseeing volunteerism in our community with heart, vision, and dedication. Dakota’s passion,
integrity, and natural ability to bring people together make him the ideal person to lead this next
chapter. | trust that under Dakota’s leadership, the spirit of service that defines this organization
will only grow stronger.

Though | may be moving on, please know that | remain just a call or email away. I'm
always here to offer support in any way | can. | wish Volunteer Prince George continued growth
and success in the future.”

Sincerely,
Maria Rossi
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Member Spotlights

This edition is featuring the following members!
P.S. Members, if you'd like to be spotlighted in our next newsletter, just shoot me an email, and I’ll make it happen!

Immigrant and Multicultural Services Society, Kidney Foundation, Prince George
Youth Soccer Association, Positive Living North

The Immigrant and Multicultural Services Society (IMSS) of Prince
George is a non-profit community agency providing settlement and
integration services to immigrants and refugees throughout Prince
George and the northern region of British Columbia. Our society
strives to promote multiculturalism, ethnic harmony and eliminate
racism in the pursuit of equality and social justice for all Canadians.
IMMIGRANT & MULTICULTURAL 1O learn more about IMSS and their volunteer opportunities,
SERVICES SOCIETY email imss.pg@imss.ca or call 250-562-2900.

The Kidney Foundation is launching Walking to Wellness Community Meet
Ups across BC and the Yukon to promote physical activity, prevent kidney
disease, and support those living with it. They’re seeking passionate
volunteers to lead weekly walking groups, share health and wellness tips,
and inspire others on their fitness journey. This is a great opportunity to
boost community health while building your own leadership and coaching skills. Interested in
making a difference? Contact Christina Bennett at volunteer.bcy@kidney.ca to get involved!

kidney

The Prince George Youth Soccer Association
(PGYSA) has been a staple of the Prince George
youth sports scene for many decades. Providing
programs for ages 3-18 for all skill levels. PGYSA
provides support in referee, coach and player
development. PGYSA Impact is a Non-Profit
organization founded to provide local and surrounding area kids with the opportunity to play
soccer at varying levels. Contact the PGYSA Team at impact@pgysa.bc.ca or 250-564-5900 for
more information on how to help out.

IMPACT SOCCER CLUB
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Positive Living North is an Indigenous AIDS Service Organization
that provides support to people living with HIV/AIDS/HCV (PHAs),
and addresses the greater need for prevention and education
services. Support services include peer support, advocacy,
referrals, case management, crisis intervention, & therapeutic
activities to people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS/HCV.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Vibusha
at info@positivelivingnorth.org or 250-562-1172

Volunteer BC

A heartfelt thank you to Volunteer BC for their invaluable support and
dedication to our mission!

As the voice of the voluntary sector in British Columbia, Volunteer BC is
committed to promoting excellence in volunteerism for the benefit of all

VYolunteer BG

Their vision is to support and connect the sector, while their mission
focuses on being a strong and relevant provincial voice—working collaboratively with
individuals, organizations, and governments to champion the value of volunteerism. Whether
you're a volunteer, part of a non-profit, or simply curious, their website offers fantastic
resources and training opportunities. Check it out at www.volunteerbc.bc.ca

Volunteer Listing Directory
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Are you current with our volunteer opportunities? Click here to stay informed and 5

find the best volunteer opportunity for you.
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Volunteer Quote
Send us your favourite volunteer quote and we will be sure to include it in future editions.
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Volunteer!

Start where you are.

Use what you have.
Do what you can.

Arthur Ashe

Thank you for the work you do to help support our community! Your dedication truly makes a
difference.

This spring, let’s continue to make a positive impact together!

On behalf of the Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff at Volunteer Prince George, we wish
you and your families a safe, healthy, and joyful spring season.

Here's to brighter days and a wonderful season ahead!
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